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'l Letterto the Parents

Dear Parents,

Thank you for sharing your child with me as we learn about God’'s Word to-
gether. Your child is going to enjoy learning the lessons for this quarter.

Unit I, “Ancient Altars and Offerings,” has five lessons from the book of Gen-
esis. Lesson 1 examines Cain's and Abel’s offerings. Lesson 2 focuses on Noah—
as he stepped onto dry land, built an altar, and gave offerings to God. Lesson
3 relates to Abraham’s most significant test of faith. Lessons 4 and 5 present
Isaac and Jacob as they built altars and worshipped God.

Unit I, “Jesus Teaches about God's House,” explores texts from the Gos-
pels. Lesson 6 (Luke 2) recounts Jesus at age 12, amazing the teachers at the
Temple. Lesson 7 (Matthew 12) expounds on the criticism that Jesus and the
disciples received for violating the Sabbath. Lesson 8 (John 2) explores John's
account of Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple. Lesson 9 (Matthew 24) records
Jesus’ prediction that the Temple would one day be destroyed.

Unit 1ll, “God Lives in Me"—from the books of 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, He-
brews, and 1 Peter—explores what it means to offer new covenant sacrifices.
Lesson 10 explains how Christians serve as the temple of the Holy Spirit. Lesson
11 challenges believers to be “living sacrifices.” In lesson 12, Paul teaches that
God has one temple, which includes Jews and Gentiles. In lesson 13, believers
are challenged to make sacrifices of praise and good works. Lesson 14 exam-
ines how each believer is a “living stone.”

Your Child's Teacher
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Lesson Scripture: Genesis 4:1-7
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Key Verses

In the course of time Cain brought some of
the fruits of the soil as an offering to the
LORD. And Abel also brought an offering—
fat portions from some of the firstborn of
his flock. (Genesis 4:3-4q)
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~ Two Brothers Give Gifts

(Genesis 4:1-7)

Adam and Eve had two sons named Cain and
Abel. Cain was the oldest. Abel was the youngest.
Cain was a farmer. Abel kept flocks of animals.

They brought gifts to God. Abel took the very
best parts of his flock and gave them to God. God liked Abel’'s
gift. Cain brought fruits of the things he grew, but they were not
the best. God did not like Cain’s gift.

Cain became very angry, and his face showed sadness.

God asked Cain, “Why are you angry? If you do what is right,
will you not be accepted? You must control your anger.”

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Today, the children heard about two broth-
° ers who gave different kinds of gifts to
Fal"h Block God. The children talked about their feel-
ings and the importance of giving God
R their best. Ask your child how he or she
| will give my feels about different gifts that he or she

I has received or given. How did your child
best to God feel when someone liked his/her gift?
What if the person did not like it? Would
your child be sad or angry? Relate these

-77 feelings to this lesson.

#

Your Child’s Teacher
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Lesson Scriptures: Genesis 8:20-22; 9:8-17

Key Verse

[God said,] “I have set my rainbow in the
clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and the earth.” (Genesis 9:13)
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The Promise in a Rainbow-.
(Genesis 8:20-22; 9:8-17)
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God saved Noah and all who were with him
from a flood that destroyed the earth. Noah built
an altar to God and sacrificed (gave to God) burnt
offerings on it to thank God. God smelled the
pleasing aroma and promised never to destroy
the earth and living creatures again.”

God told Noah and his sons, “l now establish my covenant
(promise agreement) with you, your descendants (future family
members), and every living creature on earth.” God promised
that a flood would never destroy the earth again. A rainbow in
the clouds would be the sign of this promise between God and
\ the earth. /

-
b For,the Parents
|II % Dear Parents/Guardians,

W= God was not pleased with wickedness

.” on the earth. So, He made the decision

to destroy all life—but chose to protect

Fa'fh Block Noah, his family, and selected creatures.
Because Noah chose to obey God and
God keeps His follow God's instructions, God made a cov-
enant (promise) using the rainbow as a
sign. Discuss with your child the impor-

tance of obeying God. Explain that God
blesses those who obey and follow Him.

promises!

Your Child’s Teacher
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Lesson Scripture: Genesis 22:1-3, 6-14

I;‘,ﬁ'ﬁ i
= g
T

-
gy
S
it
N » i
-:‘-‘-5"_..1 ..,
o .
o

1

Key Verse

Abraham called that place The LorD Will
Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the
mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”
(Genesis 22:14)
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Trusting when It Is Hard
(Genesis 22:1-3, 6-14) N — N

God tested Abraham. God told Abraham to
offer his son Isaac to Him. It was a hard test. But
Abraham trusted God. Abraham prepared to do
what God instructed.

Isaac asked, “Father, where is the lamb for the
offering?” Abraham answered, “God will provide the lamb, my
son.” Abraham laid Isaac on the altar and raised the knife.

An angel shouted, “Abraham! Abraham! Do not sacrifice Isaac.
You have shown your trust in God by your willingness to sacrifice
(offer the life of) your son.”

Abraham saw a ram in the bushes and sacrificed it instead.

|
N For, the Parents
| % Dear Parents/Guardians,

mfl In the lesson Bible verses, Abraham was

" tested to see what was most important
Fa.fh Block to him. God knew that Abraham loved his
son Isaac deeply—but did he love Isaac
more than God? Abraham revealed his
priorities, trusting God with his son'’s life.
As you review this lesson, share an exam-
ple of trust by pointing to a chair. Ask your
child if he or she believes that it is safe to
sit in the chair. Have your child sit in it. If
he or she does so, that is called trust. Ex-
plain that we can always trust God.

Your Child’s Teacher
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The Catechism of the A.M.E. Church is an invaluable resource that
serves to enlighten both the young and old about the principles and
history that form the backbone of their faith. The latest edition of our
celebrated Catechism is a work that has been a bedrock of religious
education in our community for generations. It offers a
comprehensive and methodical exploration of the core
elements of Christianity: the Apostles’ Creed, the holy
sacraments, the profound words of the Lord's Prayer, and the
Ten Commandments. It presents a simple educational tool

for those new to the faith and for the young embarking

on their spiritual path. Cedet, Yours leday!
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